
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Connie Frey-Spurlock       

Department: Sociology       Phone Number: (618) 650-2945 

E-mail Address:  cfrey@siue.edu                    Campus Box: 1455 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 4 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [X] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [X] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 [X] This project deals with community outreach.  

 [X] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature.  
 

*Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- Applied Communication Studies, Business Administration, Economics, English, Geography, 

History, Mass Comm, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology, other disciplines are welcome to apply 

 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 8 hours 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? Yes     

 If ‘yes,’ in which course? SOC 396    

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 1-6  

 

Location of research/creative activities:   SIUE Campus and Alton, IL  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
 SIUE's Successful Communities Collaborative is partnering with Alton, Illinois, this year to address a number of 

Alton-identified projects. Business development is a critical component of any city's plan to grow and thrive. 

Consequently, city leaders are motivated to encourage business development in their communities by removing 

barriers in place. To facilitate this goal, students will identify existing and perceived barriers to business 

development.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
URCA assistants will move at a quick pace to develop a research proposal for the project with a goal of collecting 

and analyzing qualitative and quantitative data. Students will also work with me to write a final report for Alton city 

leaders. Students will work closely with me and with city leaders to develop the proposal and to conduct the 

research.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
Students will learn to understand, use, and apply social research methods; and to communicate effectively orally and 

in writing.  

     

   Learning goals for students engaged in SCC projects include:  



   1. Appreciation of the rich resources and accumulated wisdom of diverse communities and cultures;  

   2. Adeptness at critical thinking, conflict resolution, and cooperative methods;  

   3. Ability to listen eloquently and speak confidently;  

   4. Skills in deliberation, dialogue, and community building;  

   5. Development of a civic imagination;  

   6. Capacity to work well across multiple differences; and  

   7. Serious exploration of and reflection about core personal values.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

N/A 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
  Transportation may be available.  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
N/A 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

N/A 

 

 


